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Node-to-node bandwidth 
varies based on nodes, 
quality of transmission 
medium, etc. 



Physical medium supports a maximum 
bandwidth at a particaular frequency and 
modulation technique (can be wired or wireless) 



(57) Abstract: A method and 
apparatus for efficiently managing the 
allocation of available data capacity 
on a physically shared digital network 
among devices connected to that 
network is disclosed. Also disclosed is 
a method and apparatus for managing 
the ongoing timely movement of 
data on the shared network such 
that precise long-term data rates are 
achieved between attached devices 
with minimal additional buffering. 
The invention further comprises a 
method and apparatus which allows 
the use of any remaining network 
capacity for non time-critical data 
movement without the need for 
centralized access management. 
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